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'An Account of the important Debate in the Houfe of Commons, cn 
Monday April on Mr. Wilberforce’s Motion for the Abolition 


of the Slave Trade. 

T HE houfe having refolved itfelf into 4 
a committee, Mr. Wilberforce rofe, * 
andexprefled much latisfaftion, that in the 
motion he was about to make, it was not 
neceflary to trouble the houfe fo long as on 
afonner occalion. He could not fpeak of 
the fyftem of the flave trade, he faid, with¬ 
out warmth and reprobation; for he was 
convinced that it was a fyftem cruel, un- 
juft, and tyrannical; it was a fyftem which 
created the word tyranny, the tyranny of 
the low-minded, the ignorant, and the bafej 
for the man who could raife forty pounds, 
might obtain dominion over a flave j it was 
a fyftem that degraded and debafed our fel¬ 
low-creatures to a level with beads j for 
they were kept in fields to work under the 
whip, and were frequently branded. It 
was unnecellary, he faid, for him to go 
into arguments to prove that regulations 
for the better treatment of flaves were fu¬ 
tile ; the evils that had exifted, and that 
did exift, could not be cured but by an a- 
bolition of the trade j an abolition alone 
offered a radical cure. Colonial regula¬ 
tions would be of no avail, when the evi¬ 
dence of a negroe was not adm'tted, and 
v.’lv.v. the connexion and filtered of the 
whites inclined them tofcreen each other in 
the comniiflion of cruelties.—He was 
ready frankly to declare, that he did not 
yet think the negroes were in a fit ftate for 
emancipation, but was convinced that 
meafures could not be too fpeedily adopted 
to bring them to fuel) a ftate, for their own 
happineis, and for the lecurity of our 
illands. True liberty was the child of rea- 
fon and order; it was his wifli that the ne¬ 
groes might have their minds opened, and 
by realbn and order be brought to the pof- 
i'eflion of liberty. The hon. gentleman took 
notice of the infurreflion in St. Domingo, 
which, he faid, had not been occafioned, as 
had been infatuated, by difeuflions, or by 
locieties in this country, noi hail it been 
occalioned by a difpute between the blacks 
and the whites of that ifland, but by the 
oppreflive conduft of the whites to the peo¬ 
ple of colour, who armed for their own <!e 
fence ; the blacks then role, and were I d 
on by people of colour, who made them 
inliruments for their purpofe. The vari¬ 
ous contradi&ory decrees, and the agree¬ 
ments made and broken, in conllquence of 
the dilyrder, wwe fully iutftciun to ac¬ 


count for all the mifehief that had happen¬ 
ed. No man more than hitrifelf lamented 
them ; and no man more ardently hoped, 
that flmilar milchiefs in our own illands 
might be averted; for that realbn he wiflied 
his motion to be adopted, for preventing 
the Further importation of Africans, into 
our ifland-, well knowing that we had at 
prefent as many as we could manage with 
fafety, there being, upon a moderate com¬ 
putation, 300,000 blacks in Jamaica, to 
20,000 whites : the former were continu¬ 
ally increafmg by imputation, and the lat¬ 
ter number continued nearly ftationary. He 
was convinced that an abolition of the trade 
would be attended with the happieft effefts; 
that it would be felt by the planter, by th* 
iflands, by this country, and by the blacks; 
the negroes would become attached totheic 
mafters; the iflands would be improved; 
and every moment would tend to render the 
blacks happier: the increafe of their hap- 
pinefs would make the planter richer, and 
the iflands more flout idling. If, there¬ 
fore, the iflands were the only object of the 
prefent queftion, he was convinced tbit it 
would be for their filtered and fafety that 
the motion fliould be carried ; for, by re¬ 
moving the evils that did now exift, the 
inercale of the population of the blacks 
would be rapid and decifive, and dd away 
every argument in iupport of importation. 
It had been argued, he faid, that the flave- 
trade was of importance to our navy; but 
this was controverted even by the rnufter- 
1 oils of the perfons who fuppot ted the trade j 
which documents proved, that, inflead of 
being of advantage to this country, it was 
extremely injurious, by the mortality it oc¬ 
cafioned among our leamen.—• The hon. 
gentleman faid, by a companion of the 
Weft India trade and the flave trade, it 
would be found by the muller-rolls, that 
out of 12263 men employed in the flave- 
trade, 2640 died in the average of twelve 
months. .But that out of 7640 employed 
in the Weft India trade, on an average of' 
feven months, j i 8 only died ; but deaths 
alone in the flave trade was not the whole 
lots of our feamen, for it would be found 
that numbers quitted their (hips, and that 
not more than half the number (hipped from 
England evet returned. It had alfo been 
argued, he faid, that the abolition would 
be injurious to our commerce and general 
O 0 polity* 
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Polity, but againft both thofe arguments 
r.e thought fufficicnt had been advanced laft 
year; he was convinced that when we 
Ihould quit the trade, we fhould foon be 
enabled to export more of our manufac¬ 
tures for honed commodities, than we did 
flow for the blood and flefh of our fellow- 
creatures.—It was idle, and injurious to 
the character of the country, to a (Terr, that 
the abolition would be contrary to the ge¬ 
neral polity of the country ; for the trade to 
Africa formed but a very trivial part of the 
eneral trade of the kingdom, and even 
ut a fmall part of the trade of Liverpool 
and Eriftoh If the houfe confulted the 
principles of humanity and juftice, they 
Would at once decide in favour of his mo¬ 
tion : but on humanity he did not reft a- 
lone the merits of hi a cafe; he looked to 
the fituation of Africa; that arrefted his 
heart, and was a caufe he never would give 
tip. Africa, by our means, was rendered 
a feene of horror that no tongue could ex- 
prefs, or mind conceive. General reafon- 
ing had always fatisfitd his mind, that the 
ccnftant purchafc of flaves made it the in- 
tereft of the princes and chiefs of Africa to 
procure them by any means, by war, by 
rapine, or by perfidy, by a promotion of 
conduft. that had rendered a naturally fine 
and produftive country, a continued feene 
of devaluation and (laughter for more than 
three or four thcmfiind miles along the coaft. 
This was proved by the evidence laid be¬ 
fore the laft parliament; by that evidence 
it was incontrovertibly proved, that when 
kings or clvefs wanted flaves to fell to the 
lh itifh (hips, they frequently let fire to the 
villages at night, and feized the natives as 
they were endeavouring to el’cape. Slavery 
was made the punifhment for the mod tri¬ 
vial offences; and part of the money ari¬ 
sing from the fale of a (lave was the perqui* 
fite of the judge who condemned, and the 
man who acculed; the laws were there¬ 
fore turned to oppriffion, and the judge was 
intiTefted to condemn. If he were to go 
into a detail of the crueltits occafioned by 
pur trade, he fhould never have done; 
many of them have been ftated in the laft 
year, but one or two of a mad atrocious 
nature, and aggravated by their having 
been committed iince the dilcuflion in that 
houie, he thought it would be necetlary to 
Hate: they would prove that our veffels 
hovered on the conlls of Africa for the pur- 
pole of promoting war and rapine, and 
•were like vultures hovering over a field of 
prey. The tranliifticms, he would prove, 
fuch as would fhew the whole fyllem 
founded in robbery and in blood, Upon 


a former occafton he had ftated, that feveral 
negroes had been fci zed and taken from the 
coaft of the Cameroon river, by Britifh 
fhips; a different colour had been attempt¬ 
ed to be put upon that tranlaftion, but it 
remained unrefuted. A tranfaftion of a 
fimilar kind had come to his knowledge; as 
Englifh (hip, (laving off the Cameroon, 
had lent away one cargo to the Weft Indies, 
but the captain wilhed to take another; he 
fent a few white men on a watering party, 
and with them one black man; a native 
trader feized him for a debt, which being 
made known to the captain, be took a 
ftrange kind of revenge; he formed all his 
crewon the deck, and told them to blacken 
their bodies, and habit tiiemfelves like ne¬ 
groes, to execute a plan of his to revenge 
the feizing of the negroe. He armed them, 
and went to the houfe of the unfortunate 
trader, who, hearing a noife, beat a drum, 
to colleft his friends. The captain’s party 
fired, and killed three of the trader’s chil¬ 
dren, and wounded his wife in fo defperate 
a manner that (he died in three hours. One 
of the Tailors was killed, and the others 
wounded, and they with difficulty regained 
-heir (hip. The captain, however, re¬ 
mained trading as ufual for feveral weeks, 
as if nothing extraordinary, or out of the 
common train of his bufinefs, had happen¬ 
ed ; but the Africans proved that they had 
feelings, and were capable of taking op¬ 
portunities to fhew them. One of their 
chieftains came, with his ufual familiarity, 
to afk for mufkets, and powder and ball, 
to go up the country to procure flaves, half 
of which the captain was to have j the cap¬ 
tain complied, as he in a court of juftice 
protefted lie had frequently done before; he 
gave the chieftain what he defired, and 
proved himfelf to be a true Guinea captain, 
whofe avarice was gratified by blood, mi- 
fery, rapine, and (laughter. The chief¬ 
tain, however, and his party, had no fooner 
obtained the mulkets, and powder and /hot, 
than they feized the captain, threw him into 
the boar, and took him to the fliore; where 
they compelled him, on promife of per¬ 
mitting him to return to his fliip, to give 
an order for all his goods; the goods hav¬ 
ing been obtained, they releafed the cap¬ 
tain, and out-did him in faith and in mercy, 
Tilde tranfaftions came out in a fliit com¬ 
menced by the lailors againft the captain 
for a recovery of their wages. The f«fts 
weie given in evidence by the captain him- 
ftlf, as matters not uncommon ; but they 
were circumftanccs which fully proved the 
manner in which the trade was carried 
on,—The hon. gentleman laid, he would 
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Rite another tranfa&ion to fhew the man¬ 
ner of obtaining Haves, a tranlaftion which 
took place no longer ago than Augull lad. 
Six Britifh (hips were anchoring off the 
town of Calabar; the captains thinking 
that too high a price was afked for the 
{laves, consulted together, and rcfolved to 
fire on the town to compel them to take a 
lower price; they fent notice of theii deter¬ 
mination to fire in the morning if their of¬ 
fers were not accepted ; no anfwer being 
returned, the Have captains, when their 
•word had been given for a bloody and cruel 
purpofe, kept it; they brought their guns 
to bear upon, a defenceleis town, and fired 
on it for three hours, in which time they 
did confiderable execution. The chief fent 
out to procure a ceffation, but not offering 
terms low enough, the captains commenced 
firing again, and continued until their terms 
were accepted. By this murderous tranf- 
aflion he doubted not but the Liverpool 
and Briftol merchants were fome hundreds 
of pounds richer, than they would have 
been had it not been adopted. But bloody 
and ferocious as thefe captains had proved 
themfclves, they had not the courage to 
venture on fhoreto purchafe the flaves, but 
fent, as was not cuftomary, the furgeons, 
from one of whom he had his information. 
The furgeon faw three of the poor wretches 
in the agonies of death, and was informed 
of twenty more that had been killed.— 
What rendered this tranfa&ion Hill more 
difgraceful to England was, that a French 
Have (hip was on the fame ftation when the 
bloody purpofe was propofed; the French 
captain, however, would not agree to be a 
participator in it, but purchafed the flaves 
at the price offered, and failed. The Bri- 
tilh captains poftponed their purpofes until 
the Frenchman was gone, and then put 
their bloody defign into execution. What 
he had Hated, was no matter of fecrecy at 
Briftol or Liverpool, where the conduit of 
the captains was not conlidcred improper, 
but, as was to be prelumed by their being 
furnifhed with new births, their conduit 
was confidered meritorious, and men capa¬ 
ble of fuch conduct confidered the fittell 
for Have Hrip captains—[A call of name, 
name.]—The lion, gentleman laid, it had 
not been his intention to name the parties, 
or to call for their profecution, being averfe 
!° pcoftcute and pnnifh perfons concerned 
ln a trade, while that trade was counte¬ 
nanced by parliament; but as he was call¬ 
ed on to name them, he had no objeition: 
The (hips were the Thomas, Philips, of 
Briftol; the Recovery. Kimber, of Brif- 


tree, of Briftol; the Betfey, Doyle, of Li- 
verpool; and the Wafp, Houfe, of Briftol. 
After dwelling fome time on the atrocity 
of fuch conduit, he called upon the ho¬ 
nour, the humanity, and the juftice of the 
houfe, to refill and put an end to fuch pro¬ 
ceedings, by voting for the abolition of the 
trade. 

The hon. gentleman next noticed the 
Middle Pafiage, in which, he faid, all at¬ 
tempts to do away the mortality would 
prove 'ineffectual, until the houfe could 
triumph over nature, and enter into refo- 
lutions to influence the mind. The mor¬ 
tality arofe from a melancholy in the 
blacks, iin confequence of their being torn 
from their country, from their relatives 
and friends; that melancholy could never 
be done away.—rn ftating the cruelties 
prailifed in the Middle Paflage, he faid he 
had it in his power to relate to the houfe the 
conduct of one of the captains of the {hips 
he had before mentioned: a poor negro 
girl of fifteen, who was in fuch a pecu ¬ 
liar fitwation that induced her, from mo- 
defty, to fit with her body bending down, 
was fuifpended by the wrifts, by order of 
the captain, and expoled to the whole crew. 
He afterward had her flogged; then fuf- 
pended by her two legs, and 3gain expo feci 
to the crew; and not having exhaufted his 
cruel inventions, had her fufpended after¬ 
wards, fiilt by one leg, and then by the 
other,, until, worn out by torture, Hie fell 
into convulsions, in which file continued 
for three days, and then died. The bar¬ 
barous wretch who thus perpetrated this 
murderous deed, was captain Kimber. 
To the Haves alone this tyianny and fero¬ 
city was not confined ; intlances might be 
produced of fliameful conduft to the Tea¬ 
men j as a proof of which he need only 
ftate that out of a whole fiiip’s crew fix 
or feven only returned. Who was to re¬ 
gulate a trade carried on by fu?h agents, 
agents bred up in robbery and murder, and 
whofe habits and condufl could not be 
eradicated, but which would continue as 
long as the trade was permitted ? It was 
a tiade too bad to be continued ; it was a 
fyftem the houfe ought to condem, as dif- 
giraceful to the Englifii nation.—Which¬ 
ever way it was looked at, robbery, mur¬ 
der, perfidy, and defolation, ftared you in 
the face; in Africa, in the Middle Pal- 
fage, and in the Iflands, the fame horrors 
were to be found, and thole who carried 
on the trade would be found the moll 
abandoned beings; they were accullomed 
to cruel and ferocious habits, and proved 
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foDhifticated wickednefs, He who loves that opinion was well founded or not; 
juftice will condemn the trade, for that while in the Weftlndies, he was convinced 
man who loves juftice mult love mercy, that the negroes were not in a fit condition 
The lion, gentleman noticed the refolution to be reftored to freedom. Freedom gene- 
of Denmark to abolilh the trade, as an rated certain mental wants. Slavery pof- 
argument againft the aflertion of its fup- fefiVd only bodily wants. If they were 
porters, that if quitted by this country it now to be emancipated, they would mi- 
would be taken up bv others. The pre- mediately degenerate into idlencfs and wick- 
fent, he laid, was a'time Great Biitain ednefs. Their fituation certainly might be 
was* peculiarly called upon to abolilh the meliorated, but it was by no means lb bad 
trade; poflefied of profperity and happi- as had been afferted. He had alfo been 
nefs, we were called upon to promote that convinced that they were not ill ufed, and 
of our fellow-cieatures ; we weie called flavery and particular circumftances of cru- 
Dpon to promote it, not by gifts, but by elty excepted, their fituation was certainly 
ceafing to inflift on their, evils- The peo- as comfortable as that of the lower orders 
pie of England had exprefled ti.-ur fenfe of the people of Great Biitain. The pre- 
,againft the trade, and had addrelied the fent flock of negroes could not be kept up 
houfe, as they valued the favour of Hea- on account of the decreafe of population, 
ven, to abolilh it. If the petitions of the This decreafe was ftated to be owing to 
people of England were attended to, and cruelty, but the fa& was oiherwife; it 
the trade aboblhed, we Ihould be enabled was to be attributed to celibacy, and to 
to eftabiilh another of greater profit with the fmall number of females compared with 
the natives of Africa. By abolilhing the that of the males, 
trade, the houfe would dp good in every Mr. Thornton conceived that both the 
part of the world. He incited all thole gentlemen who had fpoken againft the 
therefore who were inclined to do good by abolition had totally forgotten the main 
wholefale, to vote with him for the abo- point, by omitting, all allufions to the 
Iition. He hoped gentlemen were at length manner in which ilaves were obtained, 
convinced of the wickednefs of the trade, Mr. Bailey had ftated the negroes to be 
and that the houfe would that night come as comfortable as they could be, and Mr. 
to an unanimous vote for its annihilation:— Vaughan had acknowledged that their fitua- 
Ile thought the recent enormides had been tion might be meliorated. This was an 
permitted by the providence of Heaven, for argument that only enforced the neceflity 
thepuipofeof rendering it impoflible that of an immediate abolition, which could 
anyone Ihould dare to rife in defence of alone produce that melioration. —He re- 
the trade.—He concluded by moving, lated fome nefarious practices that had been 

‘That it is the opinion of this com- adopted near the fett lenten t of Sierra Leone. | 
mittee, that the trade carried on by Britilh The relations of a king of a neighbouring 
iubje 61 s for the purpofe of procuring Haves dillrict had been kidnapped by a captain 
from Africa, ought to be abolifhed.’ And Coxe, and fold in the Weft Indies. 

‘ That the chairman be directed to move There was one view of the fubjeft which 
the houfe for leave to bring in a bill to pre- bad not been ftated by Mr. Wilberforce, 
vent the future importation of Haves into It was of the utmoft importance that the 
the Britilh Blands.’ credit of parliament flioulcl not be foffered 

Mr. Bailey afferted, that the Have trade to decay. It was apparent that the people 
Implicated in its leveral departments a were for the abolition of the trade, to 
great part of the trade of Great Britain, which, if their reprefentatives refilled to 
which trade would of courie be materially accede, a fufficient ground might be given 
atfefted, if the motions received the con- to thole who wifhed to prejudice the con¬ 
currence of the houfe; that that difeuflton ftitution in the eyes of the nation, 
of lull venr had occaHoned all the diftur- Colonel Tarleton obJerved, that the 
bances in St. Domingo ; that the witnefles prelent queftion, which had fo otten met 
who had given evidence in favour of the abo* the adjudication of that houfe, was not 
Iition were a let of low, ignorant wretches, now to be decided by ftudied eloquence 
i'deflcd purpofely from the refufe of imn- and pathetic di£lion. The meafure relied 
kind. on the grounds of its own impoflibiiity. 

Mr. Vaughan declared himfelf to be a The voice of the minifter in the la it year 
Weft Indian and a merchant. In the had caufcd a neceflity of an additional 
aarly part of his life he was for the abo- number of troops being fent out to Ja- 
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whole of the Biltifh troops in Europe may fuch a defpotifm tended to corrupt hearts 


jpoffibly find employment in tne weir 111 
idles! 

I On the fnbjeft of the petitions on the 
table, the colonel indulged himfelf in a 
vein of ridicule. They were all, he faid, 
i'o much in the fame ftyle, that it was 
evident they were fabricated in the fame 
mint. To his knowledge many of them 
had been procuied by mendicant phylicians 
and itinerant clergymen. He laid, that the 
Town Halls had been feldom vifited on 
this occafion, but well-meaning men had 
been induced to fign not only their own 
names, but thofe of their neighbours! Even 
the grammar fchools had been vifited, and 
the boys who could write were folicited 
[for invented fignatures, 

| — < To give to airy nothings 

Eg ‘ A local habitation and a name !’— 

After reading one or two letters to prove 
thefe aflertions, he faid, that the popular 
mind had been inflamed by unfair and 
mutilated extra£ls from the printed evi- 
,dence. 

Mr. M. Montague contended that there 
were evils in exiftence, in confequence of 
the African trade, which had been proved 
to the houfe, and a remedy ought to be 
applied to them efficiently. They had 
not been met fairly, he faid, in the'r argu¬ 
ments by the gentlemen who had fjpoken 
Hghgainft his lion, friend’s queftion. He 
challenged thofe gentlemen to difeufs the 
real merits of the queftion, and replied to 
many parts of Mr. Vaughan’s 1 'peech, de¬ 
claring that thefuffering a fiave to give 
evidence would be a worfe evil to the 
! plnntci s than the motion of his lion, friend, 
if cairied. 

Mr. Whitbread faid, that if all the 
ether arguments in favour of the motion 
I had failed ; if it were made to appear that 
the flaves in our Weft India illands were 
treated with all poffible humanity ; if it 
were proved that by their removal from 
-heir native climate they were related from 
I dinger and from death; if it were proved 
that their lives weie fpent in cate, and that 
| on their death-bed their eyes were doted 
| by content, ftili lie muft vote for an abo- 
| iuion of the traffic. 

if No mildnefs in prafficc could make right 
| that which was fundamentally wrong. No- 
| thing could make him give his aflent to die 
original \\ n 0 f delivering man ova to the 

B delpotifm of man. It was too dvgradmg 
to lee, not the produce of human labour, 


naturally gooo, and to vitiate and debafe 
the beft underftandings. 

He proceeded to vindicate the authenti¬ 
city and relpe&ability of the petitions on 
the table, as fpeaking the general fen lb of 
an intelligent majority of the nation. If 
they were alike in fubftance, it was only 
becaufe there was but one plain tale to be 
told. If doubts were to be fuggefted of 
their authenticity, much more might be 
ftated reflecting the weight of the letters 
which had been read, the writers of lbme 
of which tliehon. colonel [Tarleton] him- 
felf did not profefs to know. 

With refpedt to the difturbances in St. 
Domingo, they had been unfoundedly (aid 
to aril'e from the difcuffions on this fubieft 
in Europe. The fa& was, that in every 
human bofom a line was drawn, beyond 
which human patience could not proceed I 

Mr. Milbank made an emphatic de¬ 
claration, that where there was flavery 
there muft be opprtflion, and therefore lie 
would vote for tire motion. 

Mr. Dundas profefled to agree in opinion 
with Mr. Wilberforcc, but to differ widely 
as to the mode. He felt fome difficulty, 
he laid, to fltape his conducf , where both 
parties argued in extremes. He was free 
to admit, that the trade was neither found¬ 
ed in policy, nor ultimately cflential to 
the Weft India iflands; nor was there any 
good caufe afligned why the propagation 
of t!*e Creole flaves fliould not be made to 
keep pace with the confumption; but he 
had (fill his doubts as to the prudence and 
practicability of the mode which was now 
before the houfe. 

He had no doubt of the goodne-fs of the 
head or heart of the gentleman by whom 
it was produced ; but he feared that it 
might run too direffly counter to the ha¬ 
bits and prejudices or thofe whofe intemUs 
were at ftake, and excite an alarm on ac¬ 
count of the patrimonial rights of indi¬ 
viduals. The cultivators, the mortga¬ 
gees, and the purchafers in the* illands, had 
all affed under the Ihnffion of parliament, 
and it would not be fair to proceed without 
conl'ulting the interelf of thofe whole pro¬ 
perties had been thus milled. 

Other nations, it had been faid, would 
take up the traffic which we were about 
to relinquilh ; but that did not weigh 
with him, if the derelictions were proved 
to be fate and prudent on our part; but 
until this was made apparent, l.c Ihoukl 
regret to fee the trade ol Liverpool moved 
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a fyftem of moderation and regulation, 
Trot" a regulation which fhould contimie 
she trade, but a fyftem of regulation 
which fhould bear in its bofom the feeds 
of abolition. This fyftem he explained : 
it con lifted merely in the abolition of the 
import of negroes after a time to be li¬ 
mited, and in what he termed the termi¬ 
nation of hereditary ftavery. By the lat- 
aer, he did not mean that every negro 
child fhoukl be free on the death of its 
parents, but that the importer of the pa¬ 
rent fhould pay for the maintenance and 
education of the child, the expences of 
which were to be repaid by ten or fifteen 
years fei vitude, after which time the Have 
■was to polTefs his freedom. 

This fyftem Mr. Dundas contended was 
lefs vifionary, and more practicable, than 
what had as yet been offered. 

He argued again ft the oppofiticn which 
-was excited againft the abolition, by quot¬ 
ing the refiftance which had been made in 
the year 1775, in the extinction, of the 
villenageexifting in the lalt-works in Scot¬ 
land, and btieily to the regulation of the 
Middle Paftage. Both thefe meafures, he 
obferved, had been pronounced in the firft 
initance to be as ruinous as they had fmee 
been proved to be beneficial! He repented 
his confidence that every moderate man 
would agree with him, and inltead of ac¬ 
ceding to a men Pure which may convuilc 
the ftate, would adopt a middle line be¬ 
tween the zeal and obftinacy of the oppo- 
iing parties. 

Mr. Addington (the fpeaker} declared; 
that he felt a folid lutisfadion on hearing 
what had fallen from the right hon. fc- 
cretary. He had felt much previous dif¬ 
ficulty on this fubjefh While lie turned 
with difguit from tire hateful trade, he 
faw the neceftity of confidering the oppo- 
fite claims, and was aiib fearful that the 
trade, if relinquished by us, may be car¬ 
ried on in a manner more repugnant to 
the intcrefts of humanity. He thought 
thefe oppofite intcrefts would be in a great 
clcg.ce reconciled by the frhenie of a gra¬ 
dual abolition, lie iuggcftfd, that the 
imports of iiavts mio the iilands, fhoukl 
be limited to ten or twelve years, and that 
in th j mean time bounties thould be al¬ 
lowed on the import of females, and on 
the number of children reared to matu¬ 
rity. He conftffcd, that he did not con- 
jider this commerce as a trade but as a 
crime ; and obferved, that it had in ruff 
received its death-wound when it met a 


hon. gentlemen (Mr. Dundas and the 
fpeaker) had profcfled to execrate the 
crime, and yet. would not vote for its a- 
bolition. If they adhered, however, to 
their own principles, they mud vote for 
the refolution generally, and afterward 
difeufs the proper period for carrying it 
into effeft.—One of the gentlemen- had 
gone out of his way, to fugged a bounty 
on the importation of females into the 
i(lands for a given time. He could wifi) 
for his part to fee how fuch a claufc was 
to be penned, and in what words a Bri. 
tifh parliament would vote a reward for 
the tearing away an additional number 
of helplefs women from their homes and 
connexions. 

The feheme of Mr. Wilbsrforce, he 
contended, was more praSlicabie and lefs 
vifionary than that which was now pro- 
duced by Mr. Dundas. The former 
propofed that which was immediately in 
the power of a Britifh parliament; the 
latter fuggefted that which could only 
tend to involve them in a quarrel with 
all the co'onial legiflatures. He had fug. 
gefted in his termination of hereditary 
flavery, a feheme the moft theoretical and 
complicated that perhaps had ever been 
offered to a committee of that houfe. In 
the plan the ftave was to be educated at 
the expence of the importer of his'parents. 

It was then recolle&ed, that this expence 
mull in fome way be clef rayed. 1 his it 
was propofed to do by a fervitude of ten 
or fifteen years, after which time the ob- 
icX of the regulation mud be as com¬ 
pletely a flavc, as if he never had enjoy¬ 
ed a portion of ideal freedom ! In .(peaking 
of the unfairnefs of the trade, Mr. Fox 
obferved on the crimes which were im¬ 
puted to the 22,000 unfortunate creatures 
who were yearly purchafed. 

A great part of thefe was punifhed for 
the crime of <1 vitkereft, which, as it ap¬ 
peared, we execrated with fuch a facred 
horror, that, left it fhould efcape from 
punifhment, we degraded ourfelves into 
executioners. The next crime was a* 
dultery, which we lent our aid to puniih 
aiib; hut there was this difference between 
thefe leading crimes, that we appeared to 
punifti the former merely becauie we hae 
nc objeXs at home—of the latter, it could 
only be faid, perhaps, that the objects at 
home were fo numerous that we were at a 
lofs with which to begin. 

After fome remarks on the unfair ulc 
which had alfo been made of the evidence 
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ihe coaft of Africa, Mr, Fox proceeded tirely. He thought the true courfc was 
'to notice the juftifcation which had been an immediate abolition. He repeated his 
attempted of this fyftem of cruelty. Thefe old ftatements, to (hew that the (lock iia, 
were all refolvable into one, namely, the the i(lands would be maintained without 
diffeiynce of colour. It was laid, though recruits by this abominable trade, againlt 
he traded the reports were exaggerated, which the feelings and the philofophy of 
that there was much riot and anarchy now the age revolted. He next came to thes 
prevailing in feveral parts of France, iniuftice of continuing a trade that hai$ 
But if it were propofed, that Englilh fo long difgraccd the country, and which 
vcfiels (hould be lent to the ports of that could not be too foon put an end to. He 
kingdom to purchafe the democrates of then went to the different reafonings of 
the midocrates, and mice merfa, every the friends to the (lave trade, and thola 
man’s blood would run cold with horror ! who wifhed it might be gradually abolifh- 
Yet the leading difference between the cd ^ all of which he refuted in a clear anc£ 
parties confided merely in their colour 5 argumentative manner. Having gone: 
and a more vain, unphilofophical, lire- through the injudice of the trade, he re¬ 
ligious, and blafphemous diftin&ion could plied to what had been iaid, as to the pro- 
Knot well he fuppofed to exid. He (hould priety of a gradual, and not an iiiimediate 
^therefore hold it his duty to perfevere in abolition of it. He called the attention of 
[the motion, if it {hould now prove un- gentlemen to the fituation -of their owr* 
Ifuccelsful. If it were faid, that other country in the earlier ftages of its hi dory 5 
■Illations may not adopt the example, he, and he read a quotation from Rapin, to 
"qand thofe who voted with him, lhould prove that the practice of felling fellow- 
(have the lubdantial confolation of having cteatures for (laves, had once prevailed 
Bldone their duty, and of glorying to lead, in this ifland, and that in the time of 
llkhere others did not dare, even in fuch pope Gregory, a number of fine Britil'h 
lacaufe, to follow. youths were feen upon fale for (laves in 

Mr. Dundas moved, as an amendment, the publick market place at Rome. Mr. 

* That it is the opinion of this committee, Pitt commented on this fact with great 
that the trade in (laves, between the coali force and ingenuity, making ufe of it as 
M Africa and the Well India illands, a mod powerful appeal to the heart of 
Hliould groitual'y be aboli(hed.’ every Briton, whether, after fo (hiking; 

J Mr. Jenkifllon went decidedly againd a proof of the happy change that had ta^ 
rethe original motion. Such a meafttre, in ken place in this country, which had 
Plus opinion, could not diminilh the evil; made us the feat of Arts, the centre of 
|t» extirpate it, as propofed, was impof- commerce, and the happied and the frecit 
j^ble. nation on the habitable globe, enjoying 

He concluded with reading an nddrefs liberty governed and fecured bylaw, and 
[to the king, praying, ‘ that the governors living under a conftitution the envy of 
|of our colonies may be ordered to blue furrounding nations, and the condant ob- 
jbountics for the rearing of (laves, and iecl of their imitation, we had a right to 
|that every negro woman, having borne fay that Africa might not emerge from, 
jhve children, (hould be declared free.’ the date of barbarilm and ignorance, in 
|He moved, that for the purpofe of taking which lhe was at prelent involved, if v/e 

! jthis addnls into future conlideration, ‘ the were to put an end to a prr.fncc which not 
chairman do now leave the chair.’ 

fxcept where lie lamented the principles come an enlightened people, as long s* 
M Mr. Dundas and thefpeaker. Though tliat infernal praftice was continued. Mr. 
|pie differed from them, was pleafed to Pitt purfued his l’peech to its conclulion, 
^ iat ne '^ ier they nor Mr. Jtnkinfon in otic'continued blaze of oratorical fplcr.- 
pctually approved of the trade, but differed dour, 

|>tily as to the mode and time of abolilh- The queltion was then loudly called for, 
Jag it. From this hour, the lentence on and the houfc divided on Mr. Jcnkinlbn's 
this trade was fealed. It was gone paft ; metion for adjournment, Noes 254, 
pr}°thing remained but to arrange and iettle Ayes 2;, Majority 147. 

ht'plan o( ending it j to do this, they Then on the amendment moved by Mr. 
n 'Jlt examine the opinions of his right Dundas, aves 193, nocs 125, majority 63 . 
ipnourablc friends, and he would do fhi-s a-a 1.M1.. -- , 


:hairman do now leave the chair.’ only difgraccd oudLdves, to a degree bt- 

"f he chancellor of the exchequer role yond ali powers of defcriplion, but put 
lo lupport tall the oblervations of Mr. Fox, it out of the power of the Africans to be - 




